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1.0 Summary and Conclusions 

1.1 The details of the proposed works to trees are reported to this Committee at the 
request of one of its Members.  The submission of several applications for works 
to trees across conservation areas in Barrow is the result of a full survey of all 
highway trees in Barrow on behalf of the Cumbria County Council Highways 
Network team.  This includes maintenance works to most trees and the removal 
of others.  The works have been prompted following a survey of Borough 
highway trees by the County Tree Officer.  The details provided are considered 
to follow good practice in tree maintenance whilst ensuring relevant clearance for 
Highways and Utilities infrastructure.

2.0 Recommendation 

2.1 It is recommended that this Committee agree to the tree works proceeding 
as described, but a request is sent to the Cumbria County Council Local 
Highways Committee that a programme of replacement trees is 
undertaken, and that this matter is also brought to the attention of the 
Climate Change Working Group.

3.0 Background and Proposals 

3.1 Several applications have been received from the County Council Tree Officer 
relating to works to highway trees in Conservation areas across Barrow.  The 
relevant legislation is Section 211 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.  
This gives the Council 6 weeks to consider the works proposed and the impact 
on the amenity of the conservation area, with the option being to agree to the 
works or to make the trees subject to a TPO.  After expiration of the 6 weeks the 
works may proceed if no decision has been issued.



3.2 Following discussion with the Tree Officer she explained that this year the 
County is undertaking a wider scope of work to the Borough trees than usual.  
The survey concluded that works to both priority 1 trees (dead, diseased or 
dangerous) and priority 2 trees (general maintenance) will be undertaken.

3.3 The survey explains that the works relate to trimming of trees and will encourage 
good growth in line with recognised arboricultural practice and to ensure 
sufficient clearance from highways/properties. The other aspect is the removal of 
those trees that are considered to be dead/dying following an assessment by the 
County Tree Officer.  

3.4 In total 11 trees are to be removed for safety reasons.  The details of these trees 
are included in the applications as a means of notification to the Council.  As 
detailed in Planning Practice Guidance, 5 working days prior written notice must 
be given to the authority before cutting down or carrying out other work on a 
dead tree. The authority’s consent for such work is not required.

3.5 There are currently no plans or budget to replace the trees being removed.  I 
have been advised that this is as a result of a decision taken several years ago 
at the County Council Local Highways Committee.  

3.6 The applications are summarised below for your information:

Central Barrow Conservation Area

2020/0537 Sidney Street 1 x Alder tree Crown reduce the tree to 
provide a minimum of 2m 
clearance from the adjacent 
property, crown reduce from 
highway to provide 5.2m 
clearance, remove epicormic 
growth and crown raise

2020/0531 Duncan Street 1 x Alder tree Crown reduce from property 
to provide a minimum 2m 
clearance and remove trunk 
growth

2020/0538 St Vincent Street 6 x Alder trees Each tree is itemised with 
similar works to those above

2020/0533 Keith Street 4 x Alder trees Each tree is itemised with 
similar works to those above

2020/0535 Parade Street 2 x Alder trees Each tree is itemised with 
similar works to those above

2020/0529 Clifford Street 1 x Alder tree Remove epicormic growth, 
crown raise to 2.5m over 
footpath and crown raise to a 
maximum of 5.2m over 
highway



2020/0530 Duke Street 
(extending from library 
up towards St Mary’s 
Church)

1 x Sycamore (on western 
side between bus 
terminus exit and The 
Range exit ) 

3 x Maple

4 x Sycamore

1 x Field Maple

1 x Rowan

1 x Whitebeam

Remove tree due to 
significant deadwood and 
signs of decline

Crown raise

Crown reduce from adjacent 
property to provide a min. 2m 
clearance

Remove trunk growth

Crown raise

Crown reduce from street light 
to provide min. 1m clearance

2020/0555 Hartington Street 
(adjacent to Furness 
Heating Components)

1 x Maple Crown reduce to provide a 
min. 2m clearance from 
adjacent property.

2020/0546 Abbey Road
Along the area extending from 
the Custom House up to the 
Duke of Edinburgh Hotel

Removal:
1 x Maple (outside courts)
1 x Sycamore 
(outside Lakeland House)
1 x Maple 
(Outside Cons. Club)
1 x Maple 
outside welfare centre)
1 x Rowan 
opp. Nan Tait centre car park)
1 x Maple 
(near old Evening Mail office)
1 x Maple 
(near old Evening Mail car 
park)

28 various other trees 
surveyed and identified for 
maintenance works

35 trees surveyed and 
identified for maintenance 
works including the 7 to be 
removed.



Barrow Island Conservation Area

2020/0536 Ramsden Dock 
Road

1 x Sycamore Crown reduce from street light 
to provide a minimum 1m 
clearance and remove 
damaged main leader

2020/0532 Island Road 1 x Willow Crown clean to remove 
significant dead wood in 
crown

2020/0534 Michaelson Road 2 x Maple 

3 x Maple and 1 x Lime

Remove tree due to 
significant deadwood and 
signs of decline

General maintenance as 
described elsewhere

Furness Abbey Conservation Area
2020/0557  Rating Lane 2 x Lime 

3 x Maple

1 x Purple Leaf Maple

1 x Cherry

Crown raise
Crown raise/remove 
epicormic growth

Crown raise

Reduce from street light and 
remove trunk growth

2020/0546 Abbey Road 1 x Sycamore
(adjacent to bus stop near 
Abbey House Hotel)
13 trees of various species

In additional to the removal 
of 1 tree maintenance works 
to an additional 13 trees

3.7 As part of the determination of these applications it is necessary to consider the 
impact of the proposed works upon each of the conservation areas.  Under 
section 72 of the Town and Country Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990 the Authority must pay special attention to the desirability of 
preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of that area.

3.8 The Central Barrow Conservation Area covers an area from Schneider Square 
roundabout to the south east along Duke Street up to St Mary’s Church and from 
the Custom House along Abbey Road up to the Duke of Edinburgh traffic 
junction. 



3.9 The tree works cover trees situated within the residential streets between the 
Town Hall and Ramsden Square and will enhance the conservation area in these 
instances by re-shaping the trees that were planted several years ago and 
improve their appearance within the street scene.  Along Abbey Road adjacent 
to the former Lakeland Laundries building, one tree is to be removed and general 
maintenance undertaken on others.  Similarly, along Duke Street adjacent to St 
Mary’s Church, the Library and Ramsden Square one tree is to be removed and 
others maintained to ensure street lights and street furniture can operate 
properly.  When travelling between Ramsden Square and the Duke of Edinburgh 
Hotel, works are shown to various trees with seven being removed.  There are 
many trees along this section of Abbey Road and any impact on the 
conservation area should be neutral as the retained trees will enjoy better 
spacing and potentially increased lifespans. 

3.10  The Barrow Island Conservation Area extends from Michaelson Road in the 
north down to Egerton Court and James Watt Terrace to the south.  It extends to 
St Johns Church to the east on Island Road and includes the grade 2* Listed 
tenement buildings.  The works in this area essentially are to maintain trim and 
reshape the trees and to provide clearance around street lights and signage 
which will improve their appearance and enhance the conservation area.  Two 
trees are to be removed on Michaelson Road adjacent to Egerton Court.  This 
will have a neutral impact on the conservation area given their position adjacent 
to other highway trees which should benefit from improved light and space.

3.11 The Furness Abbey Conservation Area covers the area surrounding the Abbey 
including the top section of Rating Lane adjacent to Abbey Road.  Along Abbey 
Road on the same side as the Abbey House Hotel, from the Rating Lane junction 
up to the junction with Abbey Approach is also included.  Several trees are 
itemised for general maintenance work in this area which will enhance the 
conservation area whilst providing highway clearance from mature trees.  One 
tree is to be removed which is adjacent to the bus stop on Abbey Road near the 
Abbey House Hotel.

3.12 Taking into consideration the amount of works to trees across the conservation 
areas, the impact from the proposed works is considered to be neutral on each 
area.  This is due to increased benefits for the longer term health of the retained 
trees as well as improved public safety.

3.13 However, the removal of trees with no replacement may be of concern to 
Members.  Whilst the previous decision of the Local Highways Committee was 
taken several years ago, it may be appropriate that this warrants further 
discussion at a strategic level.  

3.14  Given the declaration by the Borough Council of a Climate Change emergency, it 
is felt necessary to also refer this matter to the Climate Change Working Group 
and suggested that this historical decision is highlighted to the Local Highways 
Committee with respect to highway trees.  One option is the introduction of a re-
planting strategy to be investigated in relation to these and future tree removals.



3.15 Whilst the trees are not covered by a Tree Preservation Order, it is felt that it is 
good practice to require replacement planting.  Exceptions for direct 
replacements would normally be in cases of public safety (such as obstruction of 
sight lines at a junction) or where trees are too close together. However, the 
recent government White Paper and the work of the Building Beautiful 
Commission recognises the importance of street trees and this runs in parallel to 
the Council’s recent work on climate change and green infrastructure.  Street 
trees play an important role in terms of aesthetics, function, clean air and cooling 
and their loss without replacement is a concern.  Your Officers hope to address 
this through further discussions with the County Council and environmental 
improvement/place-shaping initiatives as they come forward. A replanting 
strategy across wider parts of the Borough is one possible suggestion.

4.0 Consultation 
Site notices were displayed at locations of the works and the applications were 
published on the Council Website.  A representation from a Councillor was 
received raising concerns about the removal of trees on Barrow Island querying 
whether these were to be replaced.  

5.0 Alternative Options 
5.1 The alternative options would be to not go ahead with maintenance works which 

could result in these trees being considered a safety concern and nuisance.

6.0 Links to Council Priorities 
6.1 The proposed works will link to Priority 2: Place within the Borough Council Plan 

and contribute to the desired outcome that our neighbourhoods are clean, 
welcoming and attractive.

7.0 Implications 
Financial, Resources and Procurement 
7.1.1 None

Legal 
7.1.3 There should be no legal implications from the works to trees.  Consideration has 

been given to Planning Legislation.

Equality and Diversity 
7.2 The report has no direct Equality and Diversity implications.



Risk
Risk Consequence Controls required 
Dead/dying trees are not 
removed 

Safety of highway users 
is compromised

Works completed as 
described

Tree maintenance is not 
completed thereby impeding  
highway users

Safety of highway users 
is compromised

Works completed as 
described

Contact Officers 
Jennifer Dickinson - jadickinson@barrowbc.gov.uk 

Background Documents Available

Name of Background document Where it is available 
1 Link to Barrow BC Planning 
Hub

https://webapps.barrowbc.gov.uk/webapps/f?p=BAR
ROWPLANNINGHUB:APPLICATIONSEARCH:1362
7062035290:

 

mailto:jadickinson@barrowbc.gov.uk
https://webapps.barrowbc.gov.uk/webapps/f?p=BARROWPLANNINGHUB:APPLICATIONSEARCH:13627062035290:
https://webapps.barrowbc.gov.uk/webapps/f?p=BARROWPLANNINGHUB:APPLICATIONSEARCH:13627062035290:
https://webapps.barrowbc.gov.uk/webapps/f?p=BARROWPLANNINGHUB:APPLICATIONSEARCH:13627062035290:

